
 























 

 
NEWS EVENTS

apparently saved the community from the damaging tsunami 
waves. 

   Philippine President Fidel Ramos visited the tsunami-im- 
pacted area on November 17 where it was observed the affected 
coastal population was relocated to higher ground where evacu- 
ation centers were established. Since the coastal population is 
dependent on the local fishery, most houses are located near or 
on the water's edge. Long-term relocation of the coastal 
communities will be difficult as they would be removed from
the source of their livelihood, fishing (from DHA report). 

NAMRIA operates a tide gauge at San Jose, Occidental 
Mindoro, located on the opposite side of the tsunami-impacted 
areas of Mindoro Island. The tide gauge record from San Jose 
shows small tsunami wave oscillations on the order of a few 
centimeters. The Manila tide gauge record shows no evidence 
of tsunami wave activity. ITIC thanks Commodore Feir 
(NAMRINC&GS) and his office for providing field informa- 
tion and photographs on this locally destructive tsunami in the 
Philippines. 

Nonseismic Tsunami Event in 
Skagway, Alaska 
Jim Lander, University of Colorado, submitted the following 
article on a nonseismic-related tsunami in Skagway, Alaska, 
that claimed one life. The information for this article was 
gathered from a telephone conversation with the editor of the 
local newspaper and the event is being studied by several
engineering companies. 

A landslide generated tsunami occurred at Skagway, Alaska, 
on November 3, 1994 at about 19:00 hours (local time) which 
generated a 20-25 foot wave in the harbor. Workers had been 
working on the White Pass and Yukon Railway Dock and there 
was pile driving equipment and about 9,000 cubic yards of 
riprap weighing about 10,000 tons on the dock. There was a 
minus tide of3 to 4 feet (below sea level) which triggered a slide
 

ABOVE: Where 
Nipa houses 
once stood at 
Barangay 
Malaylay, all 
that remains 
after the  
tsunami are 
remnants of the 
concrete  
footings and a 
few personal 
effects. 

Residents of Barangay Tulaybagin begin repair work on the severely cracked and displaced roadway. 
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   Communities act first when disaster strikes and risk mapping 
can be an important step in building their self-reliance and 
encouraging other vulnerability reducing measures that take 
into account not only intermittent hazards such as floods, 
tropical storms, earthquakes, or chemical explosions, but also 
daily emergencies - unemployment, unreliable water supply and 
sanitation, deficient nutrition, inferior housing conditions, and 
limited access to health care - all of which become acute
in cases of natural disaster. 

   Communities generally follow four steps in creating risk and 
resource maps: drawing up a list of problems and needs as 
perceived by community members; making "field" visits to 
analyze sites that pose a risk; creating detailed maps that show 
both potential hazards and resources in case of an emergency; 
and, finally. organizing a local emergency committee to formu-
late an area plan and to lead efforts in solving problems. 

   This basic approach to hazard mitigation is a cost-effect 
methodology that provides opportunities for communities to 
begin formulating plans that can, when implemented, save lives
and protect property. 

ITIC 
ITIC Visiting Experts Programme for 1994 

and Announcement of the 1995 Programme 

The four-week IOC/ITIC Visiting Experts Programme con- 
cluded on December 5, 1994, with an award ceremony for the 
two visiting experts, Melanie Deocampo and Seung-hee Sohn. 
Ms. Deocampo is an Oceanographer with the Philippine Na- 
tional Mapping and Resource Information Authority, Coast and 
Geodetic Survey, in Manila. She is involved with the Philippine 
sea level program and responsible for monitoring the perfor- 
mance and data quality control of the tide gauges at Legaspi and 
Davao. Ms. Sohn is a Researcher in the Remote Sensing 
Research Laboratory of the Korea Meteorological Administra- 
tion (KMA) in Seoul. With a background in seismology, Ms. 
Sohn is involved with automating the KMA' s national network 
of 12 seismic stations. Both experts were accepted for the 
training programme based on their involvement and interests in 
improving tsunami warning services in their country as well as 
regional area. 

Receiving a briefing on PTWC's communication capabilities from Geophysicist Bruce Turner, the Visiting Experts participated in a 
communications test with the national dissemination points in their home countries. 
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   Melanie and Seung-hee were exposed to a wide range of 
topics, issues and methodologies for developing/enhancing 
tsunami mitigation strategies in their countries and regional 
areas. A three-day field trip to the Island of Hawaii (Big 
Island) was conducted, surveying areas impacted by the
local tsunami of November 29, 1975. 

A comprehensive operations tour of the Hawaiian Vol- 
canoObservatory was provided by Dr. Laura Kong. Hawaii 
State and County Civil Defense Offices provided worth- 
while information on local and regional tsunami prepared- 
ness and education schemes. While at ITIC, planning was 
initiated for installation of a satellite data telemetry capabil-
ity in Legaspi, Philippines, for sea level data. 

These data will benefit not only the Philippines (they 
presently do not have a remote access capability at the 
Legaspi tide gauge), but for the Southwest Pacific regional 
area and for the Pacific Tsunami Warning Center as well. 
Working with Ms. Sohn, PTWC is transferring the technol- 
ogy to improve the calculation of tsunami travel times in
their regional area. 

Melanie Deocampo (1.) and Seung-hee Sohn (r.) receive their Certificate of Training for the 1994 IOC/ITIC Visiting Experts 
Programme from Acting ITIC Director, Dennis Sigrist. 
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Visiting experts Seung-hee Sohn (l.) and Melanie Deocampo (r.) 
analyzing seismic records at the Pacific Tsunami Warning Center.
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